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Bvw cells

They are living. Like plant cells, they are chiefly masses
of the watery, jellylike substance called protoplasm.
The pictures above show some kinds of body cells. You
see that every cell has a central part. This part is called
a nucleus, you know. Without a nucleus the cell could
not live, grow, or change.
A body cell is not so simple as it sounds. To get a
better idea of a cell, imagine clocks so small that it would ^
take 8000 to make an inch and 64,000,000 to fill a one-
inch cube. Each tiny clock would still tick and tell time.
One body cell, made of protoplasm, can do something no
clock can do. It can split into two complete cells, each as
finely made as the first cell and each working as well.
One scientist * divided a one-cell animal into two
parts. One part contained the nucleus; the other did not.
The part having the nucleus quickly built up the missing
part and continued to live in the usual way. But the part
without a nucleus soon could not move. It could not
digest food. It lived only a few days. The nucleus is essen-
tial to the life of a body cell. The cell having a nucleus
moves, takes in food, and gives out waste material.
In the body of a person there are about twenty-six
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